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In my pre-election statement “On ACM’s
Responsibility” [Comm. ACM, April 1966], I
spoke of self-education as a major gap in our
efforts.

What are the important areas of self-educa-
tion? There is an obvious range of technical
subjects from online techniques through
language and compiler problems to systems
design, to name but a few at random.

Less obviously, there is the whole scope of
human, managerial and political problems
which our youthful and technically oriented
profession has hitherto mainly left to others.

It is a mark of our neglect that the arrog-
ance and inanity of ‘“Do not fold, spindle
or mutilate” has become the public’s symbol
of computing. It is we, not our machines, who
still permit such barking to take place, with-
out even the grace of a prefatory “please”,
on cards issued by the Internal Revenue
Service.

This petty but very visible symbol is only
a symptom. The following quotation from
John W. Gardner, taken from an editorial in
Science of January 21, 1966, goes nearer
to the heart of the matter:

Very few of our most prominent people take a
really large view of the leadership assignment.
Indeed, it is my belief that we are immunizing a
high proportion of our most gifted young people
against any tendencies to leadership. Most of our
intellectually gifted young people go from college
directly into graduate school or into one of the
older and more prestigious professional schools.
There they are powerfully indoctrinated in a set of
attitudes appropriate to scholars, scientists, and
professional men. This is all to the good. The stu-
dents learn to identify themselves strongly with
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